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What’s new  for 2019? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAJOR EVENTS 

  

 
 
Air and Space: A jubilee year for the European  
capital of air and space 
 
 
 
50 years since the 1st flight of Concorde 
On 2nd May 1969, Concorde carried out its first ever flight when it took off from Toulouse 
Airport. This legendary supersonic aircraft still represents a major technical achievement 
to this day. After around thirty years in operation (commercial flights between 1976 and 
2003), Concorde continues to make us dream and can be visited at the Aeroscopia 
Museum. The Concorde on the tarmac outside allows us to see the unique design of this 
aircraft with the pointy nose. The second aircraft inside the museum is accessible to 
visitors who can step aboard and discover the layout of the cabin at the time of its launch.  
A programme of specific entertainments will unfold on 2nd and 3rd March 2019 to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of this legendary airplane: visits, concerts, etc. 
 
50 years of Airbus 
On 29th May 2019, the European aviation giant will celebrate its 50th birthday. This is a 
key date for French and German aviators as it marks the creation of Airbus. 
Airbus employs nearly 16,000 people in Toulouse at 5 industrial sites, as well as at its 
headquarters, Airbus Central Entity. This represents 30% of all Airbus employees 
globally. 
To mark its jubilee year, a major event will be held during May.   
 
50 years since the first steps on the Moon  
From 10am until midnight on Saturday 20th July 2019, the Cité de l’Espace will let you 
relive this extraordinary adventure that shook the world and celebrate 50 years since 
Man first set foot on the Moon. There will be events taking place throughout the day that 
explain the key moments of this lunar voyage, showcasing objects of the period and 
bringing us face to face with witnesses to this great human and technological adventure. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Street art festival Rose Béton 2019 
 
 
The biennale dedicated to urban cultures and practices in Toulouse is back from April 
2019.  
 
This edition, under the artistic direction of Toulouse graffiti artist TILT, will be mentored 
by artist Tania Mouraud. A new mural will be revealed every month in Toulouse, allowing 
international artists free rein to express their imaginations. To mark the occasion and in 
the context of the twinning of the city with Atlanta, Toulouse will host the artist Hense, 
among others, who will create a piece in a public space.  
 
Alongside these murals, other installations will be on display across the city, whilst Les 
Abattoirs (the museum of modern and contemporary art) will host an exhibition dedicated 
to the godmother of this edition and her guests from September 2019 until January 2020. 
The coming year promises to explode with colour and art in Toulouse!  
		
	
Did you know?  
Graffiti and street art in general has found a happy home here among our walls and in the 
current art world. Every year, thanks to its Graff Tour, the Tourist Office lets the people of 
Toulouse and its visitors explore the origins and the rules of this urban art form, as well as 
the artists that defined Toulouse from the 1990s to the present day. This visit features both a 
commentary from a Tourist Office guide as well as anecdotes and details of the techniques 
involved from a professional graffiti artist.  
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New touristic offers  2019 

 
 
 

Cruises on the Canal du Midi in summer with « Les Bateaux Toulousains » 
Discover the charming and unique Canal du Midi, listed as World Heritage by 
UNESCO, thanks to a cruise with commentary lasting around 1h. From July to 
September 2019, a boat that can hold 75 people will sail along the waters of the 
Canal du Midi. The boat, a gabare, traditional craft of Occitanie, was originally used 
for transporting merchandise. 

For the first time, summer visitors will be able to choose between sailing on the River 
Garonne or the Canal du Midi. 
 
 
Tour de France 2019 
Toulouse will host a stage of the 106th Tour de France. The stage departing from Albi 
will finish at the Ville Rose on Wednesday 17th July in the Compans Caffarelli quarter, 
whilst on Thursday 18th July the following stage will depart from Ile du Ramier and 
head for Bagnères-de-Bigorre (Hautes-Pyrénées). The Ile du Ramier, a veritable 
green lung of the city, is already home to a leisure base and a Guinguette bistro in 
the summer and it is currently being remodelled in order to become the site of the 
new « central park » of Toulouse. Some major events are planned for the Tour de 
France. 
 
 
Extension works at the Aeroscopia Museum  
Second semester 2019: the opening of « Tarmac Nord » on the Aeroscopia site. 
This new aircraft display zone of 20,000m² will be home to the very first prototype of 
the Airbus A320, an Airbus A340-600, an ATR 42, an ATR 72 as well as the Airbus 
A380 MSN002, which will be entirely refitted to allow visits from the general public. 
This expansion will double the total exhibition area available at the Aeroscopia 
Museum. 
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We are rugby #2023 
 
The Rugby World Cup 2023 will take place from 8th September to 21st October 2023. 
In addition to matches held at the municipal stadium of Toulouse (33,150 seats), this 
also promises to be one big party lasting 45 days that will bring different nations 
together around one amazing event. 
 
Toulouse has moved to the rhythm of rugby for over a century. The Stade Toulousain 
rugby club, for its part, was born out of the merging of two student clubs, and adopted 
the colours red and black in honour of the Capitouls - responsible for administration in 
the city at the time of the Counts of Toulouse (from 1190) dressed with long red and 
black robes-. The club owns its own stadium, in the Sept-Deniers quarter. It bears the 
name of Ernest Wallon, professor of law and director of the club who invested 10,000 
francs in order to purchase the 7ha plot that was the site of the first stadium.  
 
Today, euphoria reins in the streets every match day weekend! 
 
Go check: 

• The guided visits of the Ernest-Wallon rugby stadium 
• Several rugby shops with a great selection of rugby equipment, apparel, 

balls, supporters merchandise and a new concept store ErneST mixing  
shopping and snacks 

• FestOval (a festival devoted to the oval ball) in June 
• Many pubs and restaurants that proudly display the colours of their local 

team, Stade Toulousain, many of which are run by former players that keep 
this passion alive every day. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss: 
• In spring 2019, La Halle de La Machine will organise its first 

highlight of the year. On the programme: concerts and events over 
a weekend of festivities. 

• In summer, La Halle de La Machine launches late-night openings: 
the site will open until 10pm so guests can enjoy this dreamlike 
world by night.  

 

La Piste des Géants (the runway of Giants) 

 
By the end of 2018, Toulouse will have inaugurated the « Runway of Giants » on the 
very site of the historic runway that was the cradle of civil aviation and the 
Aéropostale airline in the Montaudran quarter. Adults and children alike, dreamers, 
explorers and adventurers at heart are all invited to enjoy the new cultural and 
touristic facilities of Toulouse: La Halle de La Machine and the Flight of the Pioneers.  
 
 
La Halle de La Machine (opened 9th November 2018) 

This 6,000m² space presents the stable that is home to the fantasy street theatre 
machines designed and created by François Delaroziere and La Machine Company.  

As they stroll through this exhibition hall, visitors are encouraged to chat to the actual 
machine operators, who act as mediators, learning from them the genesis and the 
workings of each creature on display within the Hall. They can also take an unexpected 
journey on the back of a Monotaur, the monumental machine created especially for 
Toulouse (47 tons and 14m tall).   
 
The Minotaur’s first appearance drew more than 900,000 spectators to the historic city 
centre of Toulouse from 1st to 4th November 2018 as part of an impressive show 
entitled « The Guardian of the Temple ». A cultural programme, a bar-restaurant, a 
boutique and meeting spaces all allow spectators to experience a truly unforgettable 
moment in the Hall of La Machine.  
 
Don’t miss:  

• In spring 2019, the Hall of La Machine will organise its first highlight of the 
year. On the programme: concerts and events over a weekend of 
festivities. 

• In summer, the Hall of La Machine launches late-night openings: the site 
will open until 10pm so guests can enjoy this dreamlike world by night. 
 
 



 

L‘Envol des pionniers (The Flight of the Pioneers) 

Aeropostale was a crazy challenge that brought hundreds of men and women 
together around leading figures like Mermoz, Guillaumet and Saint-Exupéry to live an 
incredible adventure in the early XX Century, ensuring that the post could be 
delivered. 

It was in Montaudran, on the Runway of Giants, a 1.8km aircraft runway that is 
partially listed as a Historic Monument, where the great love story between Toulouse 
and airplanes really took off! In this remembrance space devoted to the human 
adventure of those early days in aeronautics, mediators will accompany visitors right 
throughout their journey. 
  
Getting under the skin of pilots, mechanics, managers and factory foremen who all 
share the experiences of the workers they represent through their stories, we are 
allowed to dive into the universe of these pioneers of aviation that crossed deserts, 
oceans and mountains to make sure the mail arrived safely. 
 
 
The Gardens of the Line 

Designed around the runway from which the pioneers of civil aviation took off, La 
Piste des Géants consists of several facilities: “L’Envol des pionniers”, Memory Area 
in the historic buildings, the Halle de La Machine, a modern building which hosts the 
creations of the company "La Machine" and "The Gardens of the Line" opened in 
June 2017, a grand landscaped journey evoking the landscapes the pioneers of the 
Line crossed by.  
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Exhibitions 

 
 
 
 

Picasso and Exodus, A history of Spanish art in resistance / Les Abattoirs  
15.03.2019 – 25.08.2019 

Part of the international cultural event «Picasso-Mediterranean 2017-2019» operated 
under the initiative of the National Picasso Museum in Paris. 
 
This exhibition follows on from the «Guernica» exhibition presented at the National 
Picasso Museum in Paris, which is being extended with a new section: Picasso and 
Exile. This project on display at Les Abattoirs explores the unsettling personal and 
historic impact of the Retirada (in Spanish and Catalan this refers to the exodus of 
Spanish refugees during the Civil War) on the artist Pablo Picasso. 
 
 
The Age of the Classics! Antiquity in Pop culture / Saint-Raymond Museum  
22.02.2019 - 22.09.2019 

The Musée Saint-Raymond, the archaeology museum of Toulouse, dedicates this 
forthcoming exhibition to references from Antiquity in Pop culture.  
musée saint raymond service éducatif 
 
 
Jean-Paul Marcheschi. The Alphabet of the Heavens / Paul Dupuy Museum 
7.12.2018 – 31.03.2019 

A unique feature of the 38 stations of the Toulouse metro system is that they all house 
works of contemporary art. One of the most impressive of these is at Carmes station; 
"The Milky Way" by Jean-Paul Marcheschi. Illuminated from behind, this monumental 
piece was inaugurated in 2007 following six years of work. 
 
Up until March the artist is displaying a retrospective of his art. He works by torchlight, in 
a sort of ballet that he refers to as « dripping fire ». Simple pages of drawing paper, 
covered with original hand-written text, are encased in wax and treated with soot before 
being formed into impressive compositions. 
  
 
Peter Saul. Pop, Funk, Bad and More / Les Abattoirs 
20.10.2019 – 26.01.2019 
This exhibition, the first retrospective of this artist in France since 1999 and on an 
unprecedented scale, will cover his career from the 1950s to present day.  
 
 



Moon: EPISODE II / Cité de l’Espace 
20.04.2019 – 31.12.2019 
 
In 2019, the Cité de l’Espace celebrates 50 years since man first set foot on the Moon 
and is devoting a broad programme of events to lunar themes. 
 
50 years after man first set foot on the Moon, on 20th July 1969, plans are afoot for 
humankind’s return to this most famous of heavenly bodies. The Cité de l’Espace invites 
you to its new « MOON: EPISODE II » exhibition where you can prepare for these new 
challenges.  
 
How? First of all, by reliving the exploits of Apollo 11 and the first steps taken by Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. This is a unique way to explore the « dark side » of this 
global event and the incredible challenges that were overcome 50 years ago by the 
NASA team. Sensory experiences and amazing challenges are all on the programme!  
 
 
Don’t miss:  

• From 10am to midnight on Saturday 20th July 2019, during its Moon Party, the 
Cité de l’Espace will let you relive this extraordinary adventure that shook the 
world and celebrates the 50th anniversary of Humankind’s first steps on the 
Moon.  

• 10th October 2019 at 8pm – A special night at the Opera: «Norma» by 
Vincenzo Bellini, 1831, at the Théâtre National du Capitole. Performed as part 
of World Space Week, this soiree offers you the chance to discover the 
biggest and most complex of operatic arias; La Casta Diva, a veritable ode to 
the Moon! 
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New hotel openings  

 
 
 
Mama Shelter opens its fifth 3* hotel in France – opening in October 2018 
This property is situated behind the façade of a former cinema on boulevard Lazare 
Carnot. Created by designer Thierry Gaugain, Mama Shelter Toulouse features 120 
rooms. Three meeting rooms, an outdoor terrace and a 46-seat cinema available for 
screenings and presentations lend themselves to any meeting or event. 
Mama Shelter Toulouse offers travellers a central location with a rooftop, restaurant 
and lounge in which they can kick off or wind down an evening with live music, DJs and 
artisan cocktails. 
 
NH Toulouse Airport 4 * - opening in December 2018 
The modern and elegant NH Toulouse Airport hotel is connected to Hall A at Toulouse 
Blagnac Airport offering easy access to all connections and public transport links. The 
hotel boasts 148 rooms, meeting and conference rooms, a bar and a restaurant. 
 
Hampton by Hilton 3 * - June 2019 
Developed beside Toulouse Blagnac Airport, a major transport hub, Hampton by Hilton 
will stand just 600m from the airport’s terminal building and 800m from the Blagnac 
Shopping Centre. It includes 126 rooms, a fitness centre and working space. 



 

Press trip ideas 

 
 
 
1. The myths of aeronautics in Toulouse 
A few days in which to visit the Aeroscopia Museum of aeronautics, which has 2 
models of the legendary Concorde on display, and to discover the new Hall of La 
Machine, a new tourist site that offers, among other things, a ride on the back of a 
Minotaur, a gigantic 14-metre tall machine designed especially for Toulouse at the 
Runway of Giants. The trip finishes in the footsteps of iconic pilots like Mermoz or 
Saint-Exupéry at the Flight of the Pioneers, a new museum that retraces the adventure 
of the very first Aéropostale pilots. 
 
2. Legends and savoir-faire of the pastel industry. 
The city of Troy had Helen whilst Toulouse had La Belle Paule. This merchant’s 
daughter, depicted in a number of works all over the city, owes her beauty to the 
application of a magical plant: pastel. This plant that was originally used to dye textiles 
blue is nowadays employed in cosmetics.  
A few days exploring the Renaissance mansion houses and the homes of artisans that 
offer products based on pastel. 
 
3. Toulouse has its head in the stars 
A guided visit of Airbus to discover how aircraft are manufactured, passing by the 
Runway of Giants to relive the adventure of the very first pilots and pioneers of 
aeronautics with the Flight of the Pioneers and, finally, a journey beyond the 
stratosphere to explore the conquest of Space at the Cité de l’Espace. 
 
4. Trendy Toulouse  
A break that mixes the best gastronomic hotspots, covered markets and great 
shopping ideas: the designers’ quarter, luxury boutiques, new addresses and a visit to 
the local artisans and producers.     
 
5. Toulouse rugby destination 
Enter the real rugby experience, explore Toulouse rugby stadium from within, stroll 
around the city and discover the locals favourite spots. 
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Contacts 

 
 
 
 
Toulouse Tourist Office  
Donjon du Capitole BP 38001  
31080 Toulouse Cedex 6 France  

PR-Service 

Mélissa Buttelli  
Tl: +33 5 61 11 02 36  
m.buttelli@toulouseatout.com   

 
Marine Esch 
Tl: +33 5 34 25 58 21  
Mobile: +33 6 28 10 84 91  
m.esch@toulouseatout.com   


