
 
 

UPDATES FROM TOULOUSE: WHY IT IS THE DESTINATION TO VISIT LATER THIS YEAR 
 

 
 
 
Travellers planning a trip to a vibrant destination later this summer need look no further than 
Toulouse. Known as the ‘Pink City’, Toulouse offers mild weather, an exciting calendar of events, and 
plenty of amazing exhibitions and attractions. Whether it is indulging in a new wine and cheese 
concept, sipping sophisticated eco-responsible cocktails, jumping into inflatable games and aquatic 
cinema evenings on a lake or learning about Europe’s space capital at the new La Cité de l’Espace, 
‘Red Planet’ exhibition, Toulouse offers something unique for every holiday maker to enjoy in 2020.  
 
EXHIBITIONS  
 
LA CITÉ DE L’ESPACE CELEBRATES MARS IN 2021 
2021, was a big year for Europe’s space capital of Toulouse, following its involvement with NASA’s 
Perseverance Rover journey on Mars. Perseverance made its final descent to the Red Planet on 18th 
February to search for traces of life, thanks to Toulouse’s leading role in space applications. 
Perseverance explored Mars using a French SuperCam instrument – designed to analyse Martian soil 
and possibly identify primitive life.  
Those interested in learning more can explore to infinity and beyond at La Cité de l’Espace. In 2021, 
the museum opened its doors to an exhibition celebrating the ‘Red Planet’, as an extension of the 
existing exhibition, ‘Moon: Episode II’ which retraces man’s first steps on the Moon and the 
challenges of space travel. In summer visitors can get involved in family workshops and 
demonstrations on how space travel works, and enjoy late night openings until 11.00pm every 
Thursday.  

For families travelling with children, and anyone interested in space travel, this sprawling futuristic 
park is located just 20-minutes from the city-center. Tickets start from £14 per person or £12 per 
person for families of four to six people.  For more information, visit: en.cite-espace.com/  
 
ANTOINE DE SAINT EXUPÉRY AT L’ENVOL DES PIONNIERS  
To celebrate the 120th anniversary since his birth, Toulouse will be honouring the iconic French 
writer, poet, aristocrat, journalist, and pioneering aviator with a new exhibition, named ‘Antoine de 
Saint Exupéry: Un petit Prince parmi les Hommes,’ (Antoine de Saint Exupéry: a ‘Little Prince’ among 
men). The exhibition which is on until 29 August 2021 at l’Envol des Pionniers in Toulouse, will 
retrace the life of the legendary French figure. From the very air hanger that he took his first flight in, 



visitors will see a life-size replica of La Ligne's first aircraft, the SALMSON 2A2 on which Antoine de 
Saint Exupéry flew. And of course, visitors will meet the iconic central character from Le Petit Prince, 
his most famous work through sound and visual installations, as well as a series of sculptures 
curated for the exhibition itself. Tickets start from £4 for kids aged six and above and £6.50 for 
adults. For more information and to book, visit: www.lenvol-des-pionniers.com  
 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY  
Natural History Museum will host a new exhibition, ‘Magies, Sorcelleries’ (Magic and Witchcraft) 
until 1 November 2021, in partnership with the Musée des Confluences de Lyon. Sorcery and 
witchcraft have been a staple in French literature, films and television series for many years and 
from haunted forests to wolves, the exhibition will look at the duality of nature and culture, myth 
and fact. For fans of anything spooky, this is a must-see exhibition for 2021. Entrance to the museum 
starts from £6 per adult and £4 for children over the age of six. For more information, visit: 
www.museum.toulouse.fr/welcome 
  
2021 FESTIVALS IN TOULOUSE  
 
PRINTEMPS DE SEPTEMBRE CELEBRATES 30 YEARS’ IN 2021 
A free festival dedicated to photography and contemporary art, Printemps de Septembre will host 
several concerts, exhibitions, screenings and live performances all over the city from 17th September 
to 17th October 2021. For culture and art enthusiasts, this is an unmissable event. The festival will 
celebrate 30 years and take a walk through its history and the artists that have contributed since it 
began. Entrance to the festival is free. For more information, visit: 
www.printempsdeseptembre.com  
 
THE LARGEST LANTERN PARK IN EUROPE ARRIVES IN TOULOUSE 
From December 1 to January 31, 2022, the city of Blagnac, in the Toulouse Metropolis, will host the 
biggest European Lantern Festival, in the Ritouret Park. A space of eight hectares with more than 
800 grandiose lanterns will offer visitors an unforgettable journey into the splendours of China. An 
event that wants to be an eco festival with entirely zero waste. 
For more information, visit: https://www.festivaldeslanternes-blagnac.com 
 
MUST-TRY BARS/RESTAURANTS IN TOULOUSE FOR 2021  
 
L'HEURE DU SINGE 
L'Heure du Singe cocktail bar offers innovative and sophisticated cocktails, the unique combinations 
are created with homemade, seasonal produce and an eco-responsible approach. The products are 
sourced from talented small producers from all over the world and manufactures most of the 
ingredients that make up the cocktails in Toulouse. One of the signature cocktails is Le Baobab 
Connoisseur which includes velvet rum fire, a mix of Brugal and Smith, cross aged in a barrel with 
egg white, baobab syrup and angostura bitters. Another favourite includes the Porto Rio consisting 
of magnifica cachaça, port, lemon juice, homemade cardamom syrup and kumquat slices.  
For more information, visit: https://www.heuredusinge.com/ 
 
LES PETITS CRUS INTRODUCES A BRAND-NEW CHEESE AND WINE CONCEPT  
France is known for its exquisite selection of cheese and wine and at Les Petits Crus, the restaurant 
specialises in nothing but. Diners can order plates of four or six cheeses from the menu, each of 
which are accompanied by a wine pairing. Whilst at the restaurant guests can participate in a ‘wine 
game’ that asks diners to learn more about the process and history of wine making as they solve 
riddles and play games whilst earning wines to sample. Visitors can also buy wines and cheese to 



take home. Plates start from £20 per person. For more information, visit: 
www.toulouse-tourisme.com/les-petits-crus/toulouse/resmid031v50fuso 
 
LES JARDINS DE L’OPERA  
The Michelin-starred restaurant ‘Les Jardins de l'Opéra’ is the first in Toulouse to receive the ‘Green 
Food’ label for its environmentally friendly practises. From the origin of its products to waste 
recycling and its use of renewable energy, the prestigious label has rewarded efforts that the 
restaurant has made to become suitable. The award is a recognition of chef Stéphane Tournié vision 
of sustainability in the kitchen and his desire to always use high-quality seasonal produce. In addition 
to its restaurant, the Chef opened "Le comptoir gourmand et sa terrasse” an ideal space to nibble on 
quality appetizers, have a drink, before or after a meal, or even for the whole evening. Affordable in 
price, this space benefits from a superb terrace, hidden and is almost a hidden secret, in the heart of 
the Capitol. For more information or to book, visit: https://lesjardinsdelopera.fr/   
  
LE BIBENT 
Café Bibent was built at the beginning of the 19th century and has over 180 years of history. The 
restaurant is a must visit place on the Place du Capitole, classified as a historical monument since 
1975, with the following labels: Maître Restaurateur, Tables et Auberges de France, Food locale. 
Chef Christian Constant will be leaving Bibent and taking his place will be Yann Ghazal, who is now at 
the head of the establishment which will celebrate the 10th anniversary of its reopening on June 9, 
2021. For more information, visit: https://lebibent.com/ 
 
EXTEND THE SUMMER AND ENJOY AL FRESCO DINING IN SUNNY TOULOUSE  
The Pink City is a haven for open-air eateries, known locally as ‘restaurants éphémères’ and al fresco 
bars known as ‘guingettes’ or ‘buvettes’, where tourists can soak up the sun and picturesque 
backdrops whilst enjoying refreshments after a wonderful day of sightseeing from June to October. 
Whether it’s pop-ups located on an island in the Garonne river, to beach hangouts with quirky 
games areas or riverside restaurants with romantic vistas; couples, friends and families will be spoilt 
for choice. For the first time, Domaine de Preissac will be opening a fantastic outside dining area 
from June 9th, by the Michelin starred chef Pierre Lambinon. It will be an ephemeral style restaurant 
situated along the coast of Toulouse ‘in the spirit of guinguette, country and family’ with 600 outside 
seats, at the Domaine de Preissac, in Castelmaurou, just 30 minutes from Toulouse. For more 
information visit: https://www.toulouse-visit.com/guinguettes 

 
TOURS  
 
TOULOUSE WALKING TOURS 
Toulouse walking tours are great for those who want to explore the wonders of Toulouse up close. 
The tours are well curated which enable sightseers to discover the main attractions with hidden 
insights. The tours are full of knowledge to bring the city's history to light and provide a layer of 
depth to each attraction, allowing guests to experience the true culture and history of ‘la ville rose’.  
 
One of the most popular tours ‘Key Sights’ of Toulouse, encompasses the history and stories 
surrounding Toulouse’s famous landmarks. During the walk Penny, the owner and founder, takes her 
guests on a journey through time with a visit to the immense Place Capitole and Toulouse’s stunning 
town hall, before heading to the pilgrim walk of Basilique St-Sernin and along the scenic Garonne to 
see the private town houses built during Toulouse’s “Golden Age”. 
 
For those left wanting more, Penny’s ‘Beyond the Postcard’ walk takes visitors beyond the sights of 
the city and onto a true voyage of discovery around the Eastern part of old Toulouse. Building on the 



knowledge gained during the ‘Key Sights’ of Toulouse walk, this tour highlights the ever-popular 
Place St-Georges with its cafés aplenty, the world famous Musée des Augustins, the strikingly 
unorthodox Cathedral St-Etienne and the ‘chic village’ atmosphere of Place St-Etienne.  
For more information, visit: https://toulousewalkingtours.com/ 
 
A CULTURAL TREASURE HUNT IN TOULOUSE 
Make the most of Toulouse with "Robbery at the Capitole" by Granhòta , an English urban rally. A 
great way to visit Toulouse and discover its monuments and unique stories. You’ll discover the 
cultural wonders of the French pink city and reach your final goal thanks to teamwork. 
 
Your mission: put the shoes of an investigator and solve the investigation of a robbery at the 
Capitole of Toulouse. You’ll have to find a valuable object for the city: the founding parchment.  
For more information, visit: https://www.granhota-games.fr/rallyes-decouverte-toulouse/ 
 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES  
 
WAM PARK TOULOUSE - SESQUIÈRES 
The nautical Leisure Base of the Sesquières lake, Wam Park Toulouse is reopening its two ski-tow 
before progressively re-launching all its activities. The programme of summer activities allows 
visitors to make the most of Toulouse’s beautiful weather, including inflatable games and aquatic 
cinema evenings where spectators can watch a film from the lake, installed on a buoy or an 
inflatable mattress, along with ‘tapas evenings’ that will be held on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays. For more information, visit: https://www.wampark.fr/toulouse-sesquieres/ 
   
PADDLE ON THE GARONNE 
This summer, experience Toulouse to the rhythm of the Garonne. Visitors to the city, can enjoy the 
water that surrounds Toulouse with the hire of a single-seater paddle boat as well as a giant paddle 
boat big enough to fit eight loved ones, making it a perfect activity for multi-generational holidays. 
Departures will be from the Guinguette de Chouchou, Quai de Tounis (close to Pont Neuf). 
Departures take place every day of the week from June to September depending on seasonal river 
conditions.  
For more information, visitors should call: +33981002505 
 
LES CABOTEURS  
Visitors to Toulouse can become a captain for the day on the River Garonne, with a license-free 
electric boat. Various additional options are available such as, a treasure hunt and gourmet basket. 
Departures are from Quai Viguerie, close to pont Saint-Pierre, every day of the week from July 1st to 
September 6th depending on seasonal river conditions.  For more information, visit: 
https://lescaboteurs.com/ 
 
ENJOY 15% OFF THE TOULOUSE TOURISM PASS  
 
From July 1st to September 19th, visitors to the city can enjoy 15% off the Toulouse Tourism Pass and 
make the most of their stay by selecting a plan that suits them. The pass includes access to public 
transport, access to museums and monuments for free, numerous activities at a reduced rate as well 
as a free guided tour to collect from the programme at the tourist office.  
 

• 24h :  £15.48 £12.90 
• 48h :  £24.08 £18.90 
• 72h :  £30.09 £24.08 

 



For more information, visit: https://www.toulouse-visit.com/pass-tourisme 
 
WHERE TO STAY IN TOULOUSE IN 2021 
 
GRAND HOTEL DE L’OPERA 
The Grand Hôtel de l'Opéra on the Capitole square has undergone a makeover, with the grand 
unveiling of the redevelopment set for the beginning of June. The entrance porch and five rooms 
have been completely renovated, whilst two single rooms on the first floor were removed to create 
two new large deluxe rooms. Upon re-opening guests can stay in the picturesque yet unique location 
which combines history with a modern twist designed for luxury and comfort. The hotel boasts a 
refined, sophisticated atmosphere with first class customer service and amenities available. Located 
approximately only 25 minutes by car from the Toulouse Blagnac Airport and only a 15-minute walk 
from the Pierre Baudis Congress Center and Matabiau TGV train station, it is the perfect location for 
visitors to the city. For more information, visit: https://www.grand-hotel-opera.com/fr/ 
 
LA COUR DES CONSULS HOTEL AND SPA TOULOUSE 
Located in the heart of Toulouse close to the shops, attractions, to the museums the beautiful La 
Cour Des Consuls et Spa Toulouse – MGallery collection is a little slice of luxury in the city centre. 
With a magnificent 18th century courtyard, ‘La Terrasse by CC’ has become a popular spot for locals 
and holidaymakers. With 32-bedrooms, this boutique property offers comfortable rooms and 
fantastic dining options. Those staying should relax in the courtyard with a cocktail and try a 
selection of tapas from the menu, which was created Michellin-starred chef Thomas Vonderscher. 
This inner-city gem is the ideal setting for brunch with friends due to the idyllic views. For more 
information or to book, visit: https://la-cour-des-consuls-hotel-and-spa-toulouse-mgallery-
collection.at-hotels.com/fr/ 
 
HÔTEL ALBERT 1ER 
Hôtel Albert 1ER, Toulouse, is a charming characterful, boutique hotel. Previously an artists’ studio, 
Hôtel Albert 1ER is a four-generation family-run business which has been taking action to protect the 
planet for many years. The hotel has developed an eco-friendly tactic, due to leading the hotel to 
adopt a “Slow Tourism” approach. Rejecting mass consumption and focusing on well-being, natural 
resources, and local culture. The hotel uses the freshest ingredients including honey from the 
1,000m altitude mountains of Ariège in the Pyrenees, fresh yoghurt from the farms in the Haute 
Garonne, coffee from Toulouse’s oldest coffee roaster, Café Bacquié and of course, the best 
charcuterie and cheeses from the city’s magnificent Victor Hugo Market. For more information, visit: 
https://www.hotel-albert-1er.com/en/ 
 
For more information on Toulouse please visit: www.toulouse-visit.com 
Download photo material: http://phototheque.toulouseatout.com/bhIEk49Hj 
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