
 
 

TOULOUSE: THE CITY BREAK DESTINATION FOR 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
Visitors looking for an inspiring travel destination in 2021 need look no further than Toulouse. Known 
as the ‘Pink City’, Toulouse offers fantastic weather, an exciting calendar of cultural and music events 
throughout the year, and plenty of amazing exhibitions and attractions for visitors. Whether it’s 
indulging in the famed gastronomy scene, sipping wine at the world’s best wine bar or learning about 
the city’s 2,000 years of history, Toulouse offers something for every holidaymaker including solo 
travellers, families or couples.  
 
 
NEW FOR 2021 EXHIBITIONS  

ANTOINE DE SAINT EXUPÉRY AT L’ENVOL DES PIONNIERS  
To celebrate the 120th anniversary since his birth, Toulouse will be honouring the iconic French writer, 
poet, aristocrat, journalist and pioneering aviator with a new exhibition, named ‘Antoine de Saint 
Exupéry: Un petit Prince parmi les Hommes,’ (Antoine de Saint Exupéry: a ‘Little Prince’ among men). 
From 17 October 2020 to 29 August 2021 at l’Envol des Pionniers in Toulouse, the exhibition will 
retrace the life of the legendary French figure. From the very Air Hanger that he took his first flight, 
visitors will see a life-size replica of La Ligne's first aircraft, the SALMSON 2A2 on which Antoine de 
Saint Saint Exupéry flew. And of course, visitors will meet the iconic central character from Le Petit 
Prince, his most famous work through sound and visual installations, as well as a series of sculptures 
curated for the exhibition itself. For more information and to book, visit www.lenvol-des-
pionniers.com  
 

LA CITÉ DE L’ESPACE CELEBRATES MARS IN 2021 
Explore to infinity and beyond with the whole family at La Cité de l’Espace. In 2021, the museum opens 
the doors to its exhibition celebrating the ‘Red Planet.’ As an extension of the existing exhibition, 
‘Moon: Episode II’ which retraces man’s first steps on the Moon and the challenges of space travel, 
the Cité has added a new area focusing on ‘martian rovers.’ Space enthusiasts shouldn’t miss the 
chance to take a seat in the martian arena to admire the life-size robots that are sent to Mars and 
experience what they can do. Visitors can get involved in family workshops and demonstrations on 
how space travel works. For families travelling with kids, and anyone interested in space travel, this 



sprawling futuristic park is located just 30-minutes from the city center by public transport. For more 
information, visit en.cite-espace.com/  
 
 
MAGIC AND WITCHCRAFT AT THE MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY  
From 19 December 2020 to 1 November 2021, Toulouse Natural History Museum will host a new 
exhibition, ‘Magies, Sorcelleries’ (Magic and Witchcraft) in partnership with the Musée des 
Confluences de Lyon. Sorcery and witchcraft has been a staple in French literature, films and television 
series for many years and from haunted forests to wolves, the exhibition will look at the duality of 
nature and culture, myth and fact. For fans of anything spooky, this is a must-see exhibition for 2021. 
For more information, visit www.museum.toulouse.fr/welcome  
 
LOVE AT QUAI DES SAVOIRS 
Beware of love at first sight! From 11 December 2020 to 05 September 2021, the exhibition "De 
l’amour" invites you to a scientific, artistic and sociological journey that warms hearts in this time of 
crisis. From desire to attachment, through proofs of love and virtual love… Is there a science of love? 
The exhibition, produced and proposed by the Palais de la découverte, is presented for the first time 
outside Paris. A declaration of love to all its visitors! For more information, visit 
www.quaidessavoirs.fr  
 
AEROSCOPIA AVIATION MUSEUM EXPANDS 
After Concorde 50th birthday celebrated in 2019, Aeroscopia museum opened it’s North Tarmac in 
2020. This new outdoor zone doubles the exhibition surface and welcomes 5 new aircraft, including 
the very first A320, a Beluga and an ATR42.  
Next to the lake, the A380 double decker plane, world's largest passenger airliner opens to visits, on 
both decks, with an innovative layout enabling visitors to discover the world of ai rcraft 
manufacturing (innovation, assembly, cabin furnishing, environment...). For more information visit 
http://www.musee-aeroscopia.fr/en  

 
 
2021 FESTIVALS IN TOULOUSE  
 
PRINTEMPS DE SEPTEMBRE CELEBRATES 30 YEARS’ IN 2021 
An entirely free festival dedicated to contemporary art and photography, Printemps de Septembre 
will host several exhibitions, concerts, screenings and performances all over the city from 17th 
September to 17th October 2021. For art and culture enthusiasts, this is an unmissable event. In 2021, 
the festival will celebrate 30 years and take a walk through its history and the artists that have 
contributed over since it began. Entrance to the festival is free. For more information, visit 
www.printempsdeseptembre.com  
 

THE BRAND-NEW ROSE FESTIVAL COMES TO TOULOUSE IN 2021  
Rose Festival is a brand-new music festival for 2021, taking place at Le Domaine D'ariane near the 
centre of Toulouse. Launched by France's favourite rappers, the toulousain brothers Big Flo & Oli, the 
festival will bring together musicians that appeal to all ages including Fritz Kalkbrenner, Polo & Pan 
and Vianney from 3rd – 4th September 2021. With an exciting line-up expected to be announced over 
the coming months, music lovers and locals can reach the festival in just 20 minutes via public 
transport that will be organised specially for the event. To keep updated on the artists that will be 
performing and sign up to the mailing list for tickets, visit www.festicket.com/festivals/rose-festival/  



 
 
MUST-TRY RESTAURANTS IN TOULOUSE FOR 2021  
 
BALTHAZAR GONZALES RECEIVES MICHELIN STAR FOR TOULOUSAIN RESTAURANT  
Balthazar Gonzales, head chef of Hédone restaurant has been included on the prestigious list of 
Michelin-starred chefs. At only 28 years old, he also received the ‘Young Talent’ award from the Gault 
& Millau for his culinary creations inspired by his childhood and personal memories and is one to 
watch in 2021. Gourmets can enjoy a 15-course menu in an intimate setting at Hédone. The restaurant 
is now open at lunchtime and Gonzales offers two options, the Express menu at £45 per person and 
Hédone at £63 per person. For more information or to book, visit https://hedone-restaurant.fr/  
  

LES JARDINS DE L’OPERA RECEIVES SUSTAINABILIY ACCOLADE  
The Michelin-starred restaurant ‘Les Jardins de l'Opéra’ is the first in Toulouse to receive the ‘Green 
Food’ label for its environmentally friendly practises. From the origin of its products to waste recycling 
and its use of renewable energy, the prestigious label has rewarded efforts that the restaurant has 
made to become suitable. During COVID-19, Les Jardins de l'Opéra continued to serve its customers 
high-quality cuisine by providing takeaway meals at reasonable prices, an offer that continued after 
the restaurant reopened for dining. The award is a recognition of chef Stéphane Tourniés vision of 
sustainability in the kitchen and his desire to always use high-quality seasonal produce. For more 
information or to book, visit https://lesjardinsdelopera.fr/   
  

‘THE 5’ WINE BAR WINS ‘THE BEST OF AWARD OF EXCELLENCE’  
‘The 5’ Wine Bar in Toulouse, previously named the ‘best wine bar in the world’ by ‘World of Fine 
Wine’, has received another accolade from ‘Wine Spectator, the ‘Best of Award of Excellence 2020’. 
With around 1,000 fine wines from 25 countries, the bar is a must for every wine lover visiting 
Toulouse. The relaxed and cosy atmosphere is perfect for those keen to try the plethora of wines 
available, as guests can help themselves to tasters with the straightforward self-service taps. The wine 
bar has recently opened its restaurant space and the chef sommelier, Nathan Menou, will recommend 
the wine that best suits the selection of tapas made from local produce. Whether guests want to enjoy 
a good drop or a delicious meal, the ‘The 5’ Wine Bar is the place to be. The bar is open from Tuesday 
to Friday between midday and midnight, and on Saturdays from 6 pm. For more information, visit 
www.n5winebar.com/fr/ 
  
LES PETITS CRUS INTRODUCES A BRAND-NEW CHEESE AND WINE CONCEPT  
It’s no secret that France is known for its exquisite selection of cheese and wine and at Les Petits Crus, 
the restaurant specialises in nothing but. Diners can order plates of four or six cheeses from the menu, 
each of which are accompanied by a wine pairing. In October 2020, the restaurant launched its latest 
concept, a ‘wine game’ that asks diners to learn more about the process and history of wine making 
as they solve riddles and play games whilst earning wines to sample. Plates start from £20 per person. 
For more information, visit www.toulouse-tourisme.com/les-petits-crus/toulouse/resmid031v50fuso  
 
 
WHERE TO STAY IN TOULOUSE IN 2021 
 
ORTUS: THE NEW ADRESS FOR BREATHTAKING VIEWS OVER THE GARONNE RIVER 
Previously called Pier Hotel, this new boutique-hotel is like a black diamond, truly unique thanks to its 
multiple facets. 



Its geographical location along the Garonne river is ideal for those looking to immerse themselves into 
the heart of the Ville Rose and enjoy its many treasures, in both the city and the surrounding region. 
This 28-room hotel features a panoramic restaurant that is unique in the pink city, Oscar Garcia, new 
owner and Chef aims to turn it into a gastronomic address with an open kitchen “I will take the orders 
directly from the tables and the cooks will bring the plates to the customers to create a direct contact 
and get their feedback. People like to watch Top Chef and other cooking shows… now they're going 
to experience it!". For more information or to book, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/ortus.hotel.table/  
 
BOOK A 2021 CITY BREAK TO LA COUR DES CONSULS HOTEL AND SPA TOULOUSE 
Located in the heart of Toulouse close by to the museums, shops and attractions, the beautiful La Cour 
Des Consuls et Spa Toulouse – MGallery collection is a little slice of luxury in the city centre. With a 
magnificent 18th century courtyard, ‘La Terrasse by CC’ has become a popular meeting place for locals 
and holidaymakers alike. With 32-bedrooms, this boutique property offers comfortable rooms and 
fantastic dining options. Those staying should relax in the courtyard with a cocktail and try a selection 
of tapas from the menu, which was created Michellin-starred chef Thomas Vonderscher. On 
weekends, this inner-city gem is the ideal setting for brunch with friends. For more information or to 
book, visit www.la-cour-des-consuls-hotel-and-spa-toulouse-mgallery-collection.at-hotels.com/fr/  
 
For more information on Toulouse please visit: www.toulouse-visit.com   

 

REOPENINGS AND RENOVATION WORK IN TOULOUSE 
After months of renovation work, the Musée des Augustins (fine arts museum) will be accessible 
from Spring 2021, as well as Paul Dupuy, graphic arts Museum. 
The Bemberg foundation, offering the public the opportunity to admire the collection of paintings 
and works or art gathered by philanthropist Georges Bemberg in a magnificent Renaissance 
building is accessible till the end of October 2020, followed by one year renovation work. 
 
To come: 
The Cartoucherie neighbourhood, a former industrial area converted into a "Third place" in an 
eco-neighbourhood, will offer a wide range of activities, based on a model that already exists in 
several European cities: Les Halles de la Cartoucherie. In March-April 2022, the entrance area will 
house a food hall with 26 catering stalls (local products and world cuisine, a craft brewery, and 
more), a cinema, a library... 
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